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THE most important diseases of the human uterus ac- 
companied with sensible alteration of structure may be 
divided into three classes : 

1. Those which are produced by inflammation of one or 
more of the textures which enter into the composition of 
the uterus. 

2. Those which arise from the formation of tumours in 
the parietes of the organ, or from enlargement of the glands 
situated in its orifice, which have no tendency to degenerate 
into a malignant form, and do not contaminate the sur- 
rounding structures. 

3. Those which result from a specific and malignant 
action of the uterus, by which its different textures and the 
adjacent viscera become disorganised. 

The phenomena and the treatment of the diseases compre- 
hended in the first two of these classes, | have endeavoured to 
describe and delineate in vols. XV and XVI of the ‘Medico- 
Chirurgical Transactions.’ 

I now beg leave to present to the Society an Analysis of 
One Hundred Cases of Cancerous Disease of the Uterus, to 
serve as a record of facts, for the purpose of illustrating,— 
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Ist. The ages at which these diseases most frequently occur 
or come under observation. 

2d. The symptoms which characterise the early and ad- 
vanced stages of the malignant diseases of the uterus. 

3d. The morbid alterations of structure observed at the 
commencement and at the termination of these diseases; 
and,— 

4th. The treatment which palliates most effectually the 
sufferings of those afflicted with these incurable maladies. 
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From the preceding Analysis it appears,— 

Ist. That cancer may commence in any part of the 
mucous, muscular, or peritoneal coats of the uterus; but 
most frequently in the os and cervix. 

2dly. That the earliest symptoms of the disease, in a 
large proportion of cases, were discharges of sanguineons, 
serous, or white-coloured fluid from the vagina, with sense 
of uneasiness, or pain more or less acute, within and around 
the pelvis. 

ddly. That.cancerous disease of the uterus presented 
itself most frequently in the form of induration and ulcera- 
tion of the os and cervix uteri and vagina, or ulceration 
without induration, or in the form of fungoid tumours, 
usually called cauliflower excrescences, growing from one of 
the lips, or the whole os uteri, being often associated with 
encephaloid and colloid masses, and true scirrhus of the 
remaining portions of the uterus and contiguous viscera. 

Athly. That in no case could cancerous disease of the 
uterus be referred to inflammation, and that its fatal 
progress was never arrested by cauterising the morbid 
structures through the speculum, or by any other method 
of treatment. 


The following Tuble shows the ages at which the foregoing Hundred Cases 
of Cancerous Disease of the Uterus occurred: 
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